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Nativity School Foundation
2023 Annual Meeting & Report

OPENING PRAYER

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD FOR OUR NATIVITY BVM CATHEDRAL AND PARISH, FOR OUR 
NATIVITY BVM ELEMENTARY AND FOR ALL THE DEDICATED PARISHIONERS, STAFF, 

VOLUNTEERS AND BENEFACTORS SUPPORTING THE CHURCH AND SCHOOL.  WE ASK 
YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED BLESSINGS AND GUIDANCE AS WE SEEK TO DO YOUR WILL 

AND GROW YOUR KINGDOM HERE ON EARTH.



Foundation’s 
History

MR. AND MRS. VICTOR MAVAR HAD THE IDEA TO FORM A FOUNDATION TO HELP LOWER THE 
COST OF TUITION AT NATIVITY BVM ELEMENTARY

MR. VICTOR DISCUSSED THIS FOR YEARS AT OUR NATIVITY MEN’S CLUB MEETINGS.

2010, VICTOR AND VOLUNTEERS FROM MEN’S CLUB FORMED THE NATIVITY SCHOOL 
FOUNDATION WITH THREE BOARD MEMBERS

2011, WE EXPANDED THE BOARD TO SEVEN BOARD MEMBERS

2015, WE ADDED AN EIGHTH BOARD MEMBER

2018, WE REACHED 100 DONORS AND CORPUS EXCEEDED $1,050,000 FOR FIRST TIME –
CALLED MEETING AND, WITH SR. MARY JO PRESENT, BOARD PASSED RESOLUTION 
AUTHORIZING FIRST DISTRIBUTION = $300/STUDENT 

OCTOBER 2018, FOUNDATION’S FIRST DISTRIBUTION = $51,600 (5% OF CORPUS)

2019,  WE EXPANDED TO 10 BOARD MEMBERS; VOTED TO REDUCE MAXIMUM DISTRIBUTION 
TO 4% OF CORPUS

AS OF OCTOBER 2023, FOUNDATION HAS MADE SIX 
DISTRIBUTIONS TOTALING $342,207 WHILE CORPUS HAS 
CONTINUED TO GROW.

Vision…Steady Progress



Meet the 

Foundation’s 

Board 

Members

& Officers

Michael Bruffey, President

Peter Abide, Vice President

Stephen Theobald, Treasurer

Roland Creel, Secretary

Elizabeth Corso Joachim

Victor Mavar, Jr.

Dewey Brashier Mason

Claire Mavar Porter

Fr. Godfrey Andoh

*Victor Mavar, Sr.  (passed on 9/3/2022)



MR. AND MRS. VICTOR MAVAR ARE THE FOUNDERS 
OF THE NATIVITY SCHOOL FOUNDATION.  VICTOR 
PASSED ON SEPTEMBER 3, 2022.  

UP TO HIS LAST DAY WITH US, MR. VICTOR WAS 
TALKING ABOUT THE FOUNDATION AND ASKING 
HOW WE ARE GOING TO GROW THE CORPUS.

Founders of the Nativity School Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. Victor Mavar, Sr.



Sr. Mary Joan Mike

SISTER MARY JO SERVED AS PRINCIPAL OF NATIVITY 
BVM ELEMENTARY FOR MORE THAN 27 YEARS; SHE 
WAS VERY SUPPORTIVE OF THE FOUNDATION FROM 
ITS INCEPTION.  SHE PASSED ON JANUARY 2, 2019
AND WAS THE FIRST TO ASK THAT DONATIONS TO 
THE FOUNDATION BE MADE IN HER MEMORY.

ACCORDING TO HER WISHES, DONATIONS FROM 
THE FOUNDATION ARE MADE TO EVERY STUDENT.  



Principal Traci Kessler
MRS. KESSLER, A NATIVITY ALUMNUS AND 1991 GRADUATE 
OF MERCY CROSS HIGH SCHOOL FOLLOWS IN THE 
FOOTSTEPS OF BELOVED LONGTIME PRINCIPAL SISTER MARY 
JO MIKE. 

“BEING THE PRINCIPAL OF NATIVITY BVM ELEMENTARY, 
WHERE MY OWN EDUCATION STARTED, IS A DREAM COME 
TRUE,” SAID KESSLER. “I AM BOTH HUMBLED AND HONORED 
TO BE ABLE TO CARRY ON THE LEGACY THAT SISTER MARY 
JO CREATED AND NURTURED. I FEEL BLESSED TO BE ABLE TO 
SHARE THE CATHOLIC FAITH WITH THE STUDENTS, TEACHERS, 
AND PARENTS OF NATIVITY.”



Foundation’s 

Corpus is 

Growing
2018, CORPUS $1,050,000

2019, CORPUS $1,135,000

2020, CORPUS $1,275,000 

2021, CORPUS $1,586,000

2022, CORPUS $1,600,000

2023, CORPUS $1,725,000



September 30, 2020



October 8, 2021



October 24, 2022



October 10, 2023



Foundation’s 

Distributions to 

Families
$51,600, OCTOBER 2018 (5%)

$44,550, OCTOBER 2019 (4%)

$50,000, OCTOBER 2020 (4%)

$63,457, OCTOBER 2021 (4%)

$63,800, OCTOBER 2022 (4%)

$68,800, OCTOBER 2023 (4%)

TOTAL = $342,207



Foundation’s 

Financial Status

DONATIONS RECEIVED IN 2022 = $142,000

DISTRIBUTION MADE IN 2022 = $63,800

BALANCE AS OF JANUARY 2023 = $1.57 MILLION



Foundation’s 

Financial Status

DONATIONS RECEIVED IN 2023 = $61,000

DISTRIBUTION MADE IN 2023 = $68,800

BALANCE AS OF JANUARY 2024 = $1.72 MILLION



Goal for 2024

$2.1 MILLION
= $85,000 OR $500 PER STUDENT 

(ASSUMING 170 STUDENTS)

Vision…Steady 

Progress

“How do we get there?”, 

question posed by Mr. Victor …



What to know 

about 

Donations to 

the Foundation

More than 250 benefactors support the Foundation.

• Foundation has a specific purpose – 
reduce cost of tuition.

• All students benefit.

• Corpus not spent; it’s a perpetual fund.



Supporting the 

Foundation

ANNUAL GIVING / MONTHLY GIVING (DONATION CARDS)

MAIL CHECKS DIRECTLY TO THE FOUNDATION (PO BOX 453, BILOXI, MS 39533)

MEMORIAM DONATIONS 

**********

OF COURSE, PRAYERS ARE VERY IMPORTANT TO THE SUCCESS OF THE FOUNDATION!!!

The Foundation is a 501(c)(3) – Donations are Tax 

Deductible



Memoriam 

Donations
Linden 

Brashier

Sr. Mary Jo Mike

Earl Hammond



Our Donors 

(2010 – 2021)

Mr. and Mrs. 
Victor* Mavar

Engelstad Family 
Foundation

Elizabeth* and 
Jack Joachim

Maria Mavar

Kalin Lloyd
Alwyn Luckey 

Law Firm
Stephanie 

Winkler

Leo W. Seal, Jr. 
Family 

Foundation

JO Collins 
Construction

Norman Collins 
Fund

Charles “Chuck” 
& Debbie Collins

Victor Mavar Jr.*

Geoffrey P. 
Mavar

Mark Mavar
Claire Mavar

Porter*
Elizabeth Spratlin

Mary Grantham Tanner Swetman
Juliana West 

Bond
David & Diane 

Riemann

D’Auby SchielDanny Collins
Susan Rayborn 

(Michele 
Herman Family)

Starks 
Contracting Co., 

Inc.

*   Designates board member

** Designates volunteer



Our Donors 

(2010 – 2021)

Sandy & Judy 
Steckler

Jim & Linden 
Brashier

Annette & Jim 
Luther

Peter* and 
Judy Abide

Matthew 
Manint

John & Linda 
Welter

Joe & Nancy 
Powell

Henry Ros

Navtivity Elem. 
(Memory of AJ 

Holloway)

Nativity Men’s 
Club**

Michael* & 
Ann Bruffey

Coast 
Community 

Bank

Thomas 
Newman, Sr.

Olivia Sliman
Butch & Andi 

Oustalet
Gulf Coast 

Oyster Festival

David & Jane 
Dennis

Andrew “FoFo” 
Gilich, Jr.

Slavonian 
Benevolant
Association

Slavic Golf 
Tournament

Dr. and Mrs. 
John Pace

Dennis & 
Nanette Burke

Mike & Pam 
Bozeman

Patrick & 
Dewey* 

Bashier Mason

*   Designates board member

** Designates volunteer



Our Donors 

(2010 – 2021)

Ellis Lee & 
Jackie Slater

Jeffrey 
O’Keefe

Phil & Lynn 
Frisby

Stephen* & 
Cheryl 

Theobald

Karl & Geri 
Koontz

Mr. and Mrs. 
Lloyd Moon

Clarence P. 
Guillory, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. 
Jim Shugart

Piltz Williams 
& LaRosa **

Jerry Levens
Mr. and Mrs. 

Brandon 
Webb

Edward 
Allen

Colten 
Symmes

Nicholas 
Rodolfich

Machado 
Patano

Andy Davis

Regions 
Bank

Nicole 
Baxter

Robert 
Stanley

Lori Beth 
Susman

Robbie ** & 
Jennifer 
Schmidt

Fr. Dennis 
Carver

Roland* & 
Patricia 
Creel

Mr. and Mrs. 
Skip DeFrank

*   Designates board member

** Designates volunteer



Our Donors 

(2010 – 2021)

Tom Mason
James 

Redding
Lurline Simon

Fred R. 
Schwann

Charlie & 
Jennifer Fink

Rosina Lepre
Clifton & 

Carol Taylor

Ray & 
Sharon 

Chinche

Mr. and Mrs. 
Peter 

Skrmetta

Diane 
Cothern

Becky 
Rhinehart

Lee & 
Frances 
Turnage

Margaret & 
Douglas Fish

Diaz 
Insurance 

Services, Inc.

OD Thrift 
Package 

Store

Ross & Mary 
Van 

Lerberghe

Bobby 
Weaver

Martha K. 
Devlin

Annette M. 
Maleska

Earl & 
Beverly 

Hammond

Stephen & 
Amy 

Goscinski

Donn & Kelli 
Mitchell

Cynthia 
Ripsin, MD

Karen Hill

*   Designates board member

** Designates volunteer



Our Donors 

(2010 – 2021)

Joe & 
Nancy 
Powell

David & 
Carole 
Nissen

Kevin & 
Joanne 

Stoermann

Sisters of St. 
Francis of 
Sylvania

Dean & 
Nora 

Shankland

John & 
Yolanda Hall

Mary 
Magdalene 

Landry

Rudy & 
Clara 

Dracka

Valerie 
Mabry

Michael & 
Gayle 

Lampowski

Charles 
Hewes

Fr. Tony 
Arguelles

Charles & 
Carolyn 
Carden

Simon Wilson
Michael & 

JC 
Maysonave

Dave & 
Jennifer 
Gentile

Mattina 
Insurance 
Agency

Dennis & 
Yvonne 
Gapinski

Ellis Leroy 
Slater

Greg & 
Becky 

Nordstrom

Gary Naab
Glen & Judy 

Davis
Gwen 

Vanderfin

*   Designates board member

** Designates volunteer
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Donors in 2022
Nativity Men's Club

Thomas and Linda Zakkak

Jerry and Cindy Levens

Tom and Robin Brosig

Mary M. Bankston

Gerald Blessey and Paige Gutierrez

George and Peggy Schloegel

Earline and Lenwood Sawyer, Jr.

Hugh Keating 

Ginger and Dan Magruder

John S. Heath

Wirt A. Yerger, Jr.

Patty and Donald Clark, Jr.

Steven M. Warren

Rioanne and Brent Gutierrez

Jennifer and Robbie Schmidt, Jr.

Barbara and Gerald Christopher

Mignon and Wilbur Delashmet

Sandra E. Cannette c/o Ellzey's 
Hardware, Inc.

Lou Anne and Sid Askew

Gage Gibbs

Belinda and James Corley

D'Auby and John Schiel

Bevin Redd-Brewer c/o Redd Pest Control

Errol Bradley

Rev. I. A. Arguelles

Alwyn H Luckey

Janie and Danny Guice, Jr.

Andrea D. Gilich, Sr.

Sam LaRosa c/o Piltz Williams La Rosa 

John Starks c/o Starks Contracting Co.

Leslie and Gordan Stanfield

Linda and Fred Hornsby

Eileen Mahoney Ezell

Janie and Frank Bertucci

J. J. Lawrence

Cross, Meacham and Mosal Families

Pamela and Ira Chadick, III

Dulin and Dulin, Ltd.

Amy and Louis Elias

Jane and John Meynardie

Mr. and Mrs. Clinton Penn Owen III

Allison & Roy McDowell

Amanda and Scott Overby

Elizabeth and David Dingess

Mr. and Mrs. Bradley E. Trammel

Christian T. Brown

Mr. and Mrs. Mike Cross (Cynthia)



Donors in 2022
Mr. and Mrs. Mike Cross (Cynthia)

Mr. and Mrs. Tate Reeves 

Elizabeth and Jonathan Bean

Susan and Ralph Baker, Jr.

Becky and Guy Parker

Ellis and Margaret J. Slater

John, Carol and Heith Shinn c/o Schwab 
Charitable

Kris and Bob Byrd

Steve Nicovich

Helen and Leonard Bentz

Mr. and Mrs. Will Van Kirk

Mr. and Mrs. Jimmy Lee Odom

Dr. and Mrs. Robert T. Watts, Jr.

Tommy G. Moran

Mrs. Dona H. Haynes

Marcy and Jim Estabrook

Stacey and Alfred Moran, Jr.

Debbie & Elizabeth Holman

Mr. and Mrs. Doug Medley

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Schmidt

Kim (Hammond) Kennedy &Chris Kennedy

Kimberly and Michael Fritz

Read H. Breeland

Jan G. Mounger

CC Clifton III

John and Barbara Kohler

Haley Barbour c/o Fortress Consulting

Kay and Dan Mathews

Mississippi Export Railroad Co.

Lynne and Arthur Currie, Jr.

Chuck and Debbie Collins

David and Carol Jollay

Edward and Patricia Donlon

Dee Dee Munro

Sliman Family LP 

George and Tana Bradley

Kathryn and Benjamin Miller, Jr.

Brenda and Dennis Lee

Rodney E Loomer



Donors in 2022
Mary and Frank Muscari, Jr.

Dr. Philip Hage

Anthony and Patricia Mattina

Matthew Kuluz, MD

Michael Letort

Marsha and Skip McLendon

Employees of Biloxi Freezing

Michael and Pam Bozeman

Sanford and Judy Steckler

Dr. and Mrs. Fred Pakron

Munro Ltd P'ship c/o Lizana Munro, Jata
Craighill, Jerry Munro

Victoria and Robert Chambers

Diane Sekul

Jim & Linden Brashier Charitable Giving Fund

Rick & Stephanie Carter

Anthony and Pat Todaro

Ethel Alman c/o Alman Realty and 
Associates

Carroll and LaRone Blow

Wallace Family Revocable Trust

The Austin Group, LLC

Mr. and Mrs. L Kirkpatrick Bobo

Reed Family Charitable Trust

Sandra and Jim Webb

Tricia & Roland Creel

Nat & Stephanie McMullen

Glen Davis

Cheryl and Rodney Watson

Stephanie Winkler

Ellis Lee and Jackie Slater

Maria Mavar

Dallas and Erma Jean Johnson

George J. Sliman III

Vicky M. Reed

John and Patricia Sneed

Yvonne Harrison

Dale Dorcik

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd T. Moon

Alton and Kay Bankston

Charles and Debbie Collins

Starks Contracting Co., Inc.
Normal Collins

Gary Naab



Donors in 2023
Stephanie Winkler
Rev. I. A. Arguelles

Beverly M Hammond

Greg and Rebecca Nordstrom

Clark Construction

Norman Collins

Gary W. Naab

Joseph J. Mancino, Jr.

Norman Collins

Ellis Lee and Jackie Slater

Gayle Mavar

Victor Mavar, Jr.

Charles Porter and Claire Mavar Porter

Geoffrey P. Mavar

Mary M. Mavar Grantham

Mark D. Mavar

Elizabeth Mavar Spratlin

Glen Davis

Peter and Judy Abide

Roland and Tricia Creel
Charles and Debbie Collins
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Schwann

Matthew Manint

D'Auby and John Schiel

Michael and Pam Bozeman

John and Linda Welter

Stephen and Cheryl Theobald

Dennis and Nanette Burke

Brandon and Dana Webb

James and Judy Shugart

Michael and Ann Bruffey

Jeff and Lynn O'Keefe

Nancy Powell

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd T. Moon

Colten Symmes

Dewey and Patrick Mason

Robert Stanley

Dr. and Mrs. Tom Mason

Victor Mavar, Jr.

Thomas Quave



Thank you

for your generosity in supporting the

NATIVITY SCHOOL FOUNDATION
PO BOX 453 

BILOXI, MS 39533-0453

WWW.NATIVITYSCHOOLFOUNDATION.ORG

http://www.nativityschoolfoundation.org/


Thank you
Principal Kessler, 

Nativity Elementary staff, 

Fr. Godfrey, 

Nativity Parent’s Association,

Nativity School Advisory Board, 

for all you do to support



Nativity 

School 

Foundation Annual Meeting   

Annual Report to Benefactors

January 8, 2024

Go to 
www.nativityschoolfoundation.org 
to review Annual Report 

http://www.nativityschoolfoundation.org/
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